Lost Nation -
The Ioway

2009 is the Year of Astronomy

Keep an eye on the sky! The International
Astronomical Union has designated next year
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Going Batty!

People often think about bats around Halloween; however,
they are most active around us during the late summer. Contrary
to the myths, bats are well groomed, have excellent vision to avoid
getting stuck in your hair and rarely carry diseases. Bats are a valuable
part of our environment.

lowa has nine species of bats. The most common are the Big
Brown Bat and the Little Brown Bat. These species are known for their
amazing appetite! A single brown bat can eat up to 600 mosquitoes in
a single hour. The Big Brown Bat is a very affective predator against the
adult phase of the corn borer.

World-wide bats are important natural enemies of night-flying insects. —=
In addition, they pollinate a wide variety of products from dates and cashews to cotton and
spices.

Bat numbers are declining. In lowa’s changed habitat, over 70% of the forests have
disappeared. Consider placing a bat house in your yard. Not only will it supplement their
habitat, it will provide bats with a much better home than your attic! Call us for bat house plans.
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See our web site at www.prairieheritagecenter.org to check out the newsletter or subscribe via email.
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