
This yearôs fall festival will focus on the people of the past that lived in Northwest Iowa prior to European settlement.  
Through archaeology, visitors will learn about groups that have occupied the Little Sioux Valley area for thousands 
of years.   By participating in lectures, demonstrations, hands-on activities, and other programs, the technologies and 
life-skills of regional inhabitants can be explored.  Displays will be set up to expand on archaeological information 
and local themes.  Please join us for a day of discovery and fun! 
 
Saturday, October 18 - 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
11:00 a.m. ï Curtis Nepstadt-Thornberry, Archaeologist     
Topic:  Historic Preservation and Tourism 
 Curtis lives in Panora, IA, where he is on the City Council and works with economic development. Along 
with his wife, he owns and oversees the Prairie Archaeological Research Consultants business. 
 Tourism is among the largest industries in the United States and is a vital economic component for many rural 
communities in Iowa. The designation of scenic byways in the United States has enhanced tourism opportunities.  
The Prairie Heritage Center sits on one of Iowaôs Byways.  According to the Federal Highway Administration the 
goal of the byway program has been "to create a distinctive collection of American roads, their stories and treasured 
places." Archaeology and historic preservation are essential components of this as they provide a connection to past 
events and places.  The focus of this talk will be on the advantages of the cultural landscape in tourism development 
and the impact that a well-developed archaeology and historic preservation program can have on promoting tourism. 
 
1:00 p.m. - Michael J. Perry, Archaeologist    
Topic:  Keyes and Orr 
 Michael works at the Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA) in Iowa City. 
 Charles R. Keyes, who was the former director of the State Historical Societyôs Iowa Archaeological Survey, 
was the first archaeologist to study sites in the Waterman Township beginning in 1921. Documenting many of the 
sites as having been occupied by the Mill Creek culture, Keyes hired Ellison Orr to oversee the excavations of some 
of those sites beginning in 1934. This talk will focus on the archaeology done in our local area! 
 
3:00 - 4:00 p.m. ONLY - Jason Titcomb, Archaeologist    
Topic:  Artifact Identification 
 Jason is an archaeologist at the Sanford Museum and Planetarium in Cherokee, IA. 
 Jason will be on hand to identify artifacts that you bring with you.  No monetary assessments will be           
provided, but information about the itemôs age, how it was made and used, and other assessments can be given.  If 
you would like to know more about an object, make sure to bring it with you.  
 
Other Demonstrations and Hands-on Activities will take place throughout the day: 

 
Flintknapping  Pottery  Spear Throwing 
 
Stone tools   Basketry  Plant usage 
 
 

Come out for visit, or bring your lunch and stay for the day!  
There will be activities that the entire family can enjoy! 


