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Habrtat Improvement Jomant

When the first settlers arrived here, lowa was known as a filand so full of game.0 The
diversity and numbers of animals astonished the first visitors to the state. After settlement,
farming practices altered lowads landscape. The need for conservation practices is most
apparent in the fall when the lush fields of vegetation are removed leaving behind barren
ground. However, with conservation practices, a balance between wildlife habitat needs and
other land uses can be met.

Habitat improvement has been a priority for the OéBrien County Conservation Board
since its inception. This year O6Brien County received a Habitat Improvement Award from the
Izaak Walton League of America for fioutstanding efforts in establishing habitat for wildlife.o
The conservation board received a second place award for counties with populations of less than
20,000 people for improvements completed by the O6Brien County Conservation Board staff
between July 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008.

During this period the conservation board staff planted prairie cover on private and public
land, mowed or burned prairies on private and public land, planted corn/sorghum on private and
public land, managed water levels for migratory waterfowl, coordinated nest box programs,
improved timber stands, presented programs about habitat improvement techniques and
provided after planting care on new tree plantings.

Watch for more habitat improvement activities provided by the Conservation Board in the
coming year.




